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TEMPE ORDINANCE 6-34 
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO 

ANIMAL CRUELTY AND NEGLECT-UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT OF DOG; 
DEFINITIONS; PENALTY. 

 
• Sec. 6-34. - Definitions. 

As used in this section, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 

ascribed in this section.  

Direct supervision is when a dog kept within the visual range of the owner or 

custodian at all times while the dog is outside.  

Dog tie-out stake is a ground level, dog tie-out system which has a spike that is either 

driven or twisted into the ground for attaching a tether.  

Extreme weather conditions are those elements that are likely to lead to serious 

physical injury or death of the dog, including temperatures below forty-five (45) 

degrees and above eighty-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit, or presence of a monsoon, 

thunderstorm, flashflood, tornado or dust storm warning issued by any local, state or 

national weather authority.  

Indirect supervision is when the owner or custodian is on the property at all times 

with the ability to monitor the dog periodically.  

Owner or custodian refers to the individual or individuals who are responsible for the 

dog.  

Swivel mechanism is a device that allows the tether to turn or rotate freely from the 

connection.  

Tether is a steel cable, chain, or the like, by which an animal is fastened so as to limit 

its range of movement within an area on private property.  

Trolley system or cable run consists of a steel cable affixed to and running between 

two (2) stationary objects, and to which a carbineer or pulley is attached for 

connecting a tether.  

(Ord. No. O2017.57, § 2, 12-14-17)  

• Sec. 6-35. - Requirements. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to tether a dog to/in a private yard unless that 

dog is under direct or indirect supervision.  
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 (b) For a dog to be tethered in a private yard:  

i. The owner or custodian must be on the property and have direct or indirect 

supervision at all times.  

ii. The tether can only be attached to a trolley system, cable run, or dog tie-

out stake with a swivel mechanism.  

iii. The tether, trolley system, cable run or dog tie-out stake must be in good 

repair as to not become entangled or allow the dog to break free, and must 

be of an adequate size and strength to restrain the dog.  

iv. The tether must be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by 

the dog with enough room between the collar and the dog's throat through 

which two (2) fingers may fit. Choke or slip collars, pinch collars, or prong 

collars are prohibited for purposes of tethering a dog.  

v. The tether must not be so heavy that it impedes the dog's freedom to 

comfortably move around and laydown, nor be greater than ten percent 

(10%) of the dog's weight.  

vi. The tether must be long enough to allow the dog to access food, water, 

and shelter as well as allow access to an area for the dog to eliminate.  

vii. The tether must not be so long as to allow the dog to become entangled, 

wrapped around, or jump over any object that could cause the dog to choke.  

(c) Tethering is not allowed during extreme weather conditions.  

(d) No more than one (1) dog may be tied to single trolley system, cable run or dog 

tie-out stake.  

(e) A violation of this article is a Class 3 misdemeanor.  
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